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responsible for loving our neighbor just like 
we’d like to be loved ourself. 

For all Americans, these years in our his-
tory will always stand apart. There are quiet 
times in the life of a nation, when little 
is expected of the leaders. This is not one 
of those times. You and I are living in 
a period when the stakes are high, the chal-
lenge is difficult, and resolve is needed. 
None of us will ever forget that week when 
one era ended and another began. 

On September the 14th, 2001, I stood 
in the ruins of the Twin Towers. I’ll never 
forget that day. I remember the workers 
and the hardhats who were shouting, 
‘‘Whatever it takes.’’ I remember the guy 
who pointed his finger at me and said, 
‘‘Don’t let me down.’’ As we all did that 
day, these men and women searching 
through the rubble took it personally. I 
took it personally. I have a responsibility 
that goes on. I will never relent in bringing 
justice to our enemies. I will defend our 
country, whatever it takes. 

In these times, I’ve also been a witness 
to the character of this Nation. Not so long 
ago, some had their doubts about the 
American character, about our capacity to 
meet serious challenges or to serve a cause 
greater than self-interest. But Americans 

have given their answer. I’ve seen the un-
selfish courage of our troops. I’ve seen the 
heroism of Americans in the face of danger. 
I’ve seen the spirit of service and compas-
sion renewed in our country. We’ve all seen 
our Nation unite in common purpose when 
it mattered most. 

We’ll need all these qualities for the 
work ahead. We have a war to win, and 
the world is counting on us to lead the 
cause of freedom and peace. We have a 
duty to spread opportunity and hope to 
every part of America. This is the work 
that history has set before us. We welcome 
it. And we know that for our country, the 
best days lie ahead. 

May God bless you all. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 1 p.m. at the 
Santa Clara Convention Center. In his re-
marks, he referred to Gov. Arnold 
Schwarzenegger of California; Brad Free-
man, California State finance chairman, Ger-
ald L. Parsky, California State chairman, and 
Mercer Reynolds, national finance chairman, 
Bush-Cheney ’04, Inc.; Bill Jones, senatorial 
candidate in California; and former Rep-
resentative John R. Thune, senatorial can-
didate in South Dakota. 

Message to the Congress Transmitting a Protocol to the Indonesia-United 
States Agreement on the Peaceful Uses of Nuclear Energy 
March 4, 2004 

To the Congress of the United States: 
I am pleased to transmit to the Congress, 

consistent with sections 123 b. and 123 d. 
of the Atomic Energy Act of 1954, as 
amended (42 U.S.C. 2153(b), (d)) (the 
‘‘Act’’), the text of a proposed Protocol 
Amending the Agreement for Cooperation 
Between the Government of the United 
States of America and the Government of 
the Republic of Indonesia Concerning 
Peaceful Uses of Nuclear Energy, signed 

at Washington on June 30, 1980. I also 
transmit my written approval, authorization, 
and determination concerning the Protocol, 
and an unclassified Nuclear Proliferation 
Assessment Statement (NPAS) concerning 
the Protocol. (Consistent with section 123 
of the Act, as amended by title XII of the 
Foreign Affairs Reform and Restructuring 
Act of 1998 (Public Law 105–277), a classi-
fied Annex to the NPAS, prepared by the 
Secretary of State in consultation with the 
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Director of Central Intelligence, summa-
rizing relevant classified information, will 
be submitted to the Congress separately.) 
The joint memorandum submitted to me 
by the Secretary of State and the Secretary 
of Energy and a letter from the Chairman 
of the Nuclear Regulatory Commission stat-
ing the views of the Commission are also 
enclosed.

I am advised that the proposed Protocol 
has been negotiated consistent with the Act 
and other applicable law and that it meets 
all statutory requirements. This Protocol 
will advance the nonproliferation and other 
foreign policy interests of the United 
States.

The Protocol amends the Agreement for 
Cooperation Between the Government of 
the United States of America and the Gov-
ernment of the Republic of Indonesia Con-
cerning Peaceful Uses of Nuclear Energy 
in two respects: 

1. It extends the Agreement, which ex-
pired by its terms on December 30, 2001, 
until December 30, 2031, with effect from 
the former date; and 

2. It updates certain provisions of the 
Agreement relating to the physical protec-
tion of nuclear material subject to the 
Agreement.

As amended by the proposed Protocol, 
the Agreement will continue to meet all 
requirements of U.S. law. 

Indonesia is a party to the Treaty on 
the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons 
(NPT) and has an agreement with the 
IAEA for the application of full-scope safe-
guards to its nuclear program. It was also 

among the early sponsors of, and is a cur-
rent party to, the Southeast Asia Nuclear 
Weapons Free Zone. The United States 
and Indonesia have had a long and positive 
history of cooperation in the peaceful uses 
of nuclear energy, with our earliest agree-
ment for this purpose dating back to 1960. 

I have considered the views and rec-
ommendations of the interested agencies in 
reviewing the proposed Protocol and have 
determined that its performance will pro-
mote, and will not constitute an unreason-
able risk to, the common defense and secu-
rity. Accordingly, I have approved the Pro-
tocol and authorized its execution and urge 
that the Congress give it favorable consider-
ation.

This transmission shall constitute a sub-
mittal for purposes of both sections 123 
b. and 123 d. of the Atomic Energy Act. 
My Administration is prepared to begin im-
mediately the consultations with the Senate 
Foreign Relations Committee and House 
International Relations Committee con-
sistent with section 123 b. Upon completion 
of the 30-day continuous session period 
provided for in section 123 b., the 60-day 
continuous session period provided for in 
section 123 d. shall commence. 

GEORGE W. BUSH

The White House, 
March 4, 2004. 

NOTE: This message was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on March 5. An 
original was not available for verification of 
the content of this message. 

Letter to the Speaker of the House of Representatives Transmitting Fiscal 
Year 2005 Budget Amendments 
March 5, 2004 

Dear Mr. Speaker: 
I ask the Congress to consider the en-

closed FY 2005 budget amendments for the 

Department of Defense reflecting the 
Army’s recommendation not to proceed 
further with funding for the Comanche 
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